The Weather 

Today-Cloudy, chance of rain, high 
near 75. Thursday — Cloudy and 
warm. Probability of rain is 40 per 
cent today and 20 per cent tonight 
Temp, range: Today, 54-74; Yester- 
day, 52-67. Details on Page D7. 



92d Year 


No. 132 




i 



Index 

Amusements B 7 
Calendar B 4 
City Life D 1 
Classified D 8 
Comics C 4 
Crossword B 6 
Editorials A22 


96 Pages 
6 Sections 

Fed. Diary C 5 
Financial E 6 
Movie Guide B 9 
Obituaries D 6 
Sports E 1 
Style B 1 

TV-Radio BIO 


APRIL 16, 1969 


Phone 223-6000 


Circulation 223-6100 
Classified 223-6200 


10c 







Defense Dept. Photo 


A Navy EC-121 reconnaissance plane like this one is missing-. Radar bubbles are atop the fuselage and radio antenna are below. 



April 16, 1969 j The Washington Post 

Cross locates where U.S. plane came down. 


4 Spy’ Craft 

And 31 Lost, 
U.S. Admits 

Hunt Is Pressed 
For Survivors 
In Sea of Japan 

By George C. Wilson 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

North Korea claimed yes- 
terday that it had shot down 
“with one stroke” an Ameri- 
can reconnaissance plane 
that had intruded into its air 
space. 

The Pentagon took note of 
-the report and said Navy EC- 
121 reconnaissance plane with 
31 men aboard was missing 
from a mission over the Sea 
of Japan off North-' Korea’s 
coast. 

A giant plane and ship 
search was launched for sur- 
vivors. There was no sure sign 
of them as. of early last night. 

The apparent downing of an 
American plane confronted 
President Nixon with an inter- 
national incident grimly re- 
sembling the capture of the 
USS Pueblo by North Korea 
last year. 

However official Adminis- 
tration spokesmen refrained 
from emphasizing the paral- 
lels, evidently trying to damp 
down what appeared to be a 
fresh crisis in Asia. 
v The Pentagon, for example, 
(gave out far fewer details 
about the missing plane than 
did Senate Minority Leader 
Everett Dirksen (R-Ill.) after a 
White House briefing. 

Daniel Z Henkin, Acting 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Public Affairs, would not 
confirm that North Korea had 
shot down the plane. He said 
only that an EC-121 “has been 
missing since about midnight 
Monday, EST.” 

Dirksen, howevet, said that 
Henry A. Kissinger, President 
Nixon’s assistant for national 
security affairs, told him that 
two North Korean planes 
jumped the unarmed recon- 
naissance plane. 

“Evidently the radar checks 





showed that the Migs took off 
a half hour before the attack,” 
Dirksen said. 

The Senator added that the 
American plane “supposedly” 
flew no closer than 60 miles to 
the North Korean coast, add- 
ing: “I am a little hesitant 
about those figures after the 
Pueblo.” 

The EC-121 flew in an ellipt- 
ical pattern off the North Ko- 
rean coast. Dirksen said there 
had been at least seven or 
eight such missions — about 
two a month. 

The Defense Department, in 
a statement at 5 a.m., said “the 
aircraft commander was under 
orders to approach no closer 
than 50 nautical miles to the 
coast of North Korea.” 

That statement, t>y stopping 
short of a flat assertion that 
the plane was that far out at 
all times, provided a hedge in 
case the pilot had strayed off 
course. 

See PLANE, A6, Col. 1 

Downed plane was an 
elaborate Pueblo-type elec- 
tronic “ear” and transmit- 
ter. Page A6. 
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The EC-121 is crammed with 
| six tons of electronic equip- 
| ment and bulges with radars 
| and antennas for analyzing an- 
fepther nation’s air defense and 
eavesdropping on. radio com- 
f munications. ^ 

A lumbering military ver- 
sion of the Lockheed Super 
J Constellation passenger liner, 
l/the 300-mile-an^qur EC-121 
| would be. no match for North 
|vJCorean fighters like the Mig 
|21, which bail go 900 mph. 
jp As the Pueblo did, the EC- 
p21 went out on its ferreting 
t'fhission alone. It AVasmot es- 
| Ported by American fighter 
Manes. 

Wk Again as on the Pueblo hus- 
l-sion, the Navy evidently' was j 
Implying on the freedomV'of ,m- 
Iternational air space tb pro- ’ 
f leet its reconnaissance plane: 

T Henkin said yesterday,. that 
J he knew of no last-mihute 
I'calls for help from the EC-121. 
a Presumably, the plane’s elabo- 
rate equipment would have 
j given its crew some warning 
| of the Korean fighters speed- 
l irig toward the EC-121. < , 
f Migs could have shot down 
4;the EC-121 with either air-to- 
-air missiles or guns. The traiis- 
fclation of,, the North Korean 
? broadcast- about the incident 
l^iriade^ sound like a missile 


* as the' “one-stroke” weapon. I 
¥' : ' The broadcast said: “Tfie air ' 

force unit - of our People’s 
Army scored a brilliant, 
achievement by immediately 
intercepting and shooting 
) down* with one stroke a reoon- 
i naissance plane of the U.S. im- 
i perialist aggressor troops at a 

* high altitude at 1350 this after- 

f noon.” -ti 

i The broadcast indicated that 
\ the downing of the., aircraft 
, was in retaliation for Ameri- 
: can fire. along the demilitar- 

ized zone separating North 
| and South Korea. 

\ Provocation Charged \ 

\ The Americans, : the broad- 
I cast charged, sent ' the plane 
I “deep” into North'Korean air- 
| space “and perpetrated the se- 
| rious provocation ofejaicts of r e- 
i connaissance while.: siniultane- 
i ously perpetrating .‘-a serious 
| provocation along the military 
| demarcation line.” 

>: Specifically, the North Kore- 

I ans accused the United States 
| of “grave acts -of provocation” 

$ southwest of “Woldhsan in 
•i the eastern sector of the 
| front line and in the Sobang- 
I' san area of the western/ sector 
J of the front line, firing hund- 
‘ I reds of shots from heavy. 
| weapons at our side in each 
. place.” 

i In contrast to the restraint 
1 that Pentagon and other offi- 
j cial spokesmen showed toward 
f these statements and the 
;• downing of the plane itself, 
Chairman L. Mendel Rivers 
j, (D-S.C.) of the House Armed 
Services Committee told re- 
porters it was time “to ; let 
? them have it”— even if it 
meant using nuclear weapons. 


Before making that state- 
ment, he had heard Defense 
Secretary Melvin R. Laird tes- 
tify on the Pentagon budget in 
closed session. Chances are 
the fate of the EC-121 crew 
was discussed Rivers said aft- 
erward there is “no doubt” 
that all 31 men are dead. 

The Navy search continued 
last night. The Pentagon re- 
ported that . a P-3 ip atrol plane 
had spotted wreckage in the 
Sea of Japan that could have 
been from the EC-121. But 
there was still no sign of sur- 
vivors. 

The reconnaissance plane- — 
capable of. staying in the air as 
long as 20 Ijioiiijs— took off for 
Its mission ftorrl the Atsugi, 
Japan, Naval Air Station at 7 
a.m. Tuesday, Japan time. It 


w^s ;- reported .missing at 2 
p,mi, Japan time. ' 

Selig S. Harrison of the 
Washington >Post Foreign 
Service reported from Tokyo 
that a giant search was started 
shortly afterwatd in the Sea 
of Japan. Air Force rescue 
planes combed a three-squate- 
mile area, dropping flares as 
night fell,.!he reported. , 

A spokesman for the 36th 
Air Rescue Squadron at Tachi- 
kawa Air Base north of Tokyo 
$aid that two planes 
combing the area had -pretty 
.well: pinned down” the search 
zpne shortly /before midnight, 
j They illuminated with 12 para- 
I chute-dropped flares, each of 
j which lit up an area a quarter 
'of a. mile around. 

i Radio Beeps Picked Up 

The spokesman said that 
crew members , on the EC-121 
had radio sets. The search 
team ; picked up radio beep- 
beeps, raising hopes that some 
of the crdw had survived, Har- 
rison reported. 

•At the/ Pentagon, officials 
said 26 aircraft were involved 
in the search.;. Crew members 
On the search planes reported 
sejeing /‘dim- lights,” the' Penta- 
gon said, “but there was no 
confirmation of any. surviv- 
sors.” 

The search area is about 95 
miles -southeast of Chong jin, 
North Korea, at coordinates of 
41.12 degrees north and 131.48 
degrees east.' 

The EC-121 carries three 20- 
m'an life rafts. The sea was 
moderate at the time the 
plane is believed to have 
gone down, with waves of 
afeout four feet. The wind also 
was moderate, coming from 
the northeast at a velocity of 
about 10 to 16 knots. But the 
air and sea were cold, with 
air. temperatures * estimated 
between 42 and 48 degrees and 
the sea slightly higher. 

Besides the 26 a i r craft 
searching the Sea 1 of Japan 
for survivors, the Navy has 
dispatched the frigate Dale 
and the destroyer Henry W. 
Tucker from Sasebo Naval 
Base, Japan, to assist in r the 
search. 

Those ships left port yes- 


terday and were scheduled to 
arrive on the scene early to- 
day. • -iP 

Pentagon officials gave no 
details yesterday on the pur- 
pose of the reconnaisance 
plane’s mission. Nor was there 
any statement regarding invol- 
vement of any intelligence 
agency in the flight. 

The National Security 
Agency was deeply involved in 
the ill-fated Pueblo mission. 
Two Marines on that ship were 
supposed to translate inter- 
cepted North, Korean radio 
messages. ; v. 

The Pentagon said that one 
of the 31 men in the EC-121 
was a Marine.' He, too, may 
have been a translator; 

The EC-121, on such' Missions 
as the one flown along North 
Korea, usually concentrates on 
figuring out the capability of 
warning radar. Standard prac- 
tice is Uo record the radar fre- 
quencies so that equipment 
can be designed for jamming 
thdm in a crisis or war time 
situation., 

Another standard mission of 
the EG421 is to listen in on 
radio communications. The 
altitude of the plane enables 
the equipment to pick up such 
radio signals at long distances 
and also pinpoint the locations 
of the station?*' 

; The. pentagon said the EC- 
121 “was flying a routine 
reconnaisance track similar to 
hundreds of missions which 
have been flown over inter- 


national waters in that are; 
since 1950.” 

North Korea claims terrj 
torial limits of 12 miles. Cmdi 
Lloyd M. Bucher of the Puebh 
said 'he was 16 miles from th< 
nearest North Korean lam 
when his ship was hi jacket 
Jan. 23, 1968. The Navy, ac 
cording to a spokesman, ob 
serves the 12-mile claimed lim 
it in flights along North Ko 
rea-. 

Some Navy leaders believe 
the North Koreans seized the 
Pueblo for propaganda. Others 
went so far as to speculate the 
seizure was designed to touch 
off another Korean war. 

There no doubt will be simi- 
lar theories concerning the 
EC-121. And Congressional 
critics are expected to ask some 
of the same questions about 
the EC-121 as they did the 
Pueblo— such as why the fer- 
ret airplane mission was un- 
dertaken when relations be- 
tween the United States and 
North Korea were so tense. 

Military leaders put a high 
priority on such missions be- 
cause they often detect gaps 
in a nation’s radar warning 
system— showing where it 
would be vulnerable for a sur- 
prise a/ir strike. 

The United States and Rus- 
sia have been, probing each 
other’s air defense with such i 
planes for years. The RB-47 * 
was a plane the: U.S. used for s 
this electronic intelligence 
role. * 


